:::::MEDIA ALERT:::::

The University of Alberta Department of Music, 

The Canadian Centre for Ethnomusicology, and Folkways! Alive

present

Festival of Lights: Music and Dance of India 

Festival of Lights: Music and Dance of India celebrates the holiday season that includes Diwali--the Indian Festival of Lights--, Eid, and the Christmas/Hanukkah season. The festival features collaborations among performers who specialize in a variety of musical idioms of  India. These include the rare combination of three female sitarists--U of A Indian Music Ensemble Director Amie Maciszewski and Ensemble instructors Seema Ganatra and Sharmila Mathur, along with violinist Niyati Dhokai, accompanied on tabla by Ojas Joshi (Ensemble instructor)and Jeevan Patel, with interpretive Bharat Natyam dance by Meera Varghese. The festival also introduces special guests Hindustani vocalist Kamaljit Bajwa, accompanied by teenage tabla prodigy Rohan Bhogal. 

The performers are all citizens of the world who share a deep, life-long commitment to studying and practicing the rich classical traditions of the Indian subcontinent and sharing them with North American audiences. According to Amie Maciszewski, former Killam Postdoctoral Fellow (2001 and 2002) who has returned this term as Visiting Professor in the U of A Department of Music, the project’s goal is to make Indian performing arts accessible to wider audiences, while maintaining high standards of performance quality in order to continue intriguing connoisseurs and students of the Indian subcontinent’s sublime artistic traditions. 


Featuring

U of A Indian Music Ensemble Faculty

Amie Maciszewski, Director – sitar

Seema Ganatra – sitar

Sharmila Mathur – sitar

Ojas Joshi – tabla

Indian Music Ensemble Members

Niyati Dhokai – violin

Meera Varghese – Bharat Natyam dance

Jeevan Patel – tabla

Special Guests

Kamaljit  Bajwa – Hindustani vocal

Rohan Bhogal - tabla

When: 
Saturday, December 2, 2006, @ 8:00 p.m.

Where:       
Convocation Hall, Arts Building, University of Alberta 
Tickets: 
$20 general, $15 students/seniors

For ticket info call 780 492-0601; for concert info call 492-0274










