Yes! Yes! Yes!
An Evening of Indian and Middle Eastern Music and Sufi Poetry
                                   
 

                                             Featuring
 

Geha - poetry recitation (Rumi, Hafez, Meera Bai, Kabir) and dance  
 

And Members of the University of Alberta Ethnomusicology Ensembles:
Amie Maciszewski – sitar
Ojas Joshi – tabla
Michael Frischkopf – nay
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Steven Byrne – bendir 
Niyati Dhokai – violin
Zahir Azizi – poetry recitation
 

 

When:         Saturday, December 9, 2006, @ 8:00 p.m.
 

Where:       The Yoga Loft, 10309 Whyte Avenue, 2nd Floor, Edmonton
For more information and reservations, please phone 780 433 8999
or visit www.theyogaloft.com [image: image2.png]



 

Tickets:      $12 (general), $10 (advance) 
Tickets may be purchased at the Yoga Loft.
 

 

Performance artist Geha joins with musicians from the U of Alberta Indian and Middle Eastern Ensembles to present an evening celebrating the ecstatic and devotional verses of Sufi poets Rumi, Hafez, Mira Bai, and Kabir. 
                                                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Artists
Geha – poetry performance and dance
Geha’s main interests are in healing and in the arts. She has worked as a performer in Vienna , New York and Los Angeles . Holding a degree for movement therapy she continued to deepen her understanding of [image: image3.png]


  wholistic healing through the study and practice of Yoga, Shiatsu and Cranio Sacral Therapy, and nutrition. Since coming to Edmonton five years ago she has been teaching Ashtanga Yoga, maintaining a private practice for bodywork and is completing her studies for her Acupuncture License.
She is delighted about presenting this program of ecstatic poetry, which she has performed in New York , Los Angeles , Poona-India, and Maui .
 

Amie Maciszewski - sitar
Dr. Amie Maciszewski is a sitarist, ethnomusicologist, and music educator. She has spent many years in India studying Hindustani music and culture, notably under Sarode maestro Aashish Khan and vocal diva Girija Devi.  Amie has performed throughout North America, in India, Europe, and Japan. She has received numerous awards and grants for her scholarship and education/outreach through performance, ensemble directing, and documentary filmmaking. She has taught both applied music and academic courses on the faculties of the Universities of Alberta (where she currently directs the Indian Music Ensemble), [image: image4.png]


Pittsburgh, and Texas, and maintains a private teaching studio. 
A sometimes itinerant resident of Austin , Texas , since 1993, she has been active in the city’s music scene as solo performer, ensemble leader and member, instructor, workshop facilitator, and presenter. A Contractor with the City of Austin Cultural Arts Program since 2000, she has received support for projects bringing together local artists with Indian music and dance maestros for workshops and collaborative performances. She has also worked on film soundtracks for the 2003 S X SW Festival Trailers and Tod Browning’s 1927 silent thriller “The Unknown.” www.sangeetmillennium.org  


 

 

Michael Frishkopf - nay
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Michael Frishkopf is an ethnomusicologist, teacher, and musician who researches, composes, improvises, and performs in a range of traditions, including Sufi, Arab, Third Stream, and West African musics.  He has conducted fieldwork in West Africa , and the Arab Near East, and leads West African and Arab music performance ensembles. 
Associate Professor of Music at University of Alberta , Dr. Frishkopf is primarily interested in the practice, experience, and consequences of musical performance. His research examines the relation between aesthetic and religious experience, the interaction between performance, individual experience, and social structure, and processes of musical creativity. He is also concerned with musical history, sound in Islam, the Western representation of non-Western musics, music preconception/cognition, and fieldwork methodology. 
 

Ojas Joshi - tabla
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Ojas began training in the art of Indian classical percussion in 1988, with primary focus on the Hindustani (northern) traditions.  His training to date is a combination of formal instruction, personal exploration and riyaz (practice), and performing with classical vocalists and instrumentalists. He is truly privileged to be a disciple of the great Tabla exponents Ustad Zakir Hussain, Fazal Qureshi, and the legendary late Ustad Alla Rakha.
 

Ojas has provided percussion for local theatre, dance, and fusion performances. His concerts have included everything from rock to classical. He has performed with such artists as The Tea Party, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Indian vocalist Shweta Jhaveri, Kathak dancer Maulik Shah and the world-renowned Zakir Hussain.
 

In 2000 he composed the original music for the contemporary dance piece Azul Abierto, which was enthusiastically received in dance festivals throughout [image: image7.png]


Europe. He founded the world beat fusion group Moksha, which released its first CD Lady Sun in 2004, and is the percussionist of the avant-garde group AUDio SQUADron. In addition, he has been teaching tabla at the University of Alberta, Centre for Ethnomusicology as a part of the Indian Music Ensemble since 2003. 
Niyati

 Dhokai – violin
Niyati Dhokai studied violin performance and pedagogy at the University of Maryland and George Mason University, during which time she maintained an extensive private teaching studio and performed as a chamber and orchestral

 musician.  She now attends the University[image: image8.png]


 of Alberta pursuing a master’s degree in ethnomusicology through which she is studying North Indian music.
 

