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	Glossary of Terms
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Theka (Tay-ka)
	The signature pattern of bol used to establish a particular rhythm cycle.  Great article on the concept of theka here..

	
	We will be discussing various rhythm cycles, and referencing this article will be useful.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Taal
	Literally, clap, or beat.  Used in naming of rhythm cycles, ie: teen taal, japtaal, ektaal. 

	
	It is used to depict the clap pattern for that particular cycle.  See also.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sam (Sum)
	The first beat of a rhythimc cycle.  Usually emphasised to signify the beginning of the cycle.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Khali 
	Most commonly signifies the midpoint or "empty" half of the rhythmic cycle.  See also. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bhari
	Usually beings with the Sam, and is considered the "full" half of the rhythmic cycle.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kinar
	The outer most layer of skin on the edge of the drum, where “na” is played.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sur (Soor)
	The inner layer of skin, where “tin” is played.

	
	

	Gab
	The characteristic black spot, made of rock flour, iron shavings, and rice paste.  The manner is which this spot is made, is what determines the pitch to which the tabla will be tuned.

	
	

	Bol
	Literally, “to speak”.  Every tone that is created from striking the tabla, has a corresponding vocalization.  When we recite these vocalizations, we are reciting the bol of the composition.


Beginner Compositions:

Theme: set to Teen taal (16 beats)

A: Gege tete kite

B: *Gege tete

C: Gege nana Gena
Variation 1: 
AA *BB CC

Variation 2:
 AA*A BB C

Variation 3:
AB

Gege (tete)x2
*Gege (tete)x3

Kite Gege nana Gena

Variation 4: (New theme)
Gege tete kite Gege

(Tete)x2 *Gege tete

Theme

Variation 5:
*[Gege tete kite Gege

(Tete)x2 Gege tete]x3

Theme

Variation 6:

Gege tete kite Gege

[(Tete)x2 *Gege Tete]x3

New Theme

Tihai:

{[Gege (Tete)x2]x3  Gege (Tete Kite Dha -)x3} x3

Advanced Beginner Compositions:

Set to Teen taal (16 beats)
A: Kut Gege Nana

B: Gege Nana

Theme: *ABA *ABA ABA *ABA

*This composition follows the teen taal theka structure.  Phrases 1, 2, and 4 are played with the bass tones and the 3rd phrase represents the khali.

Variation 1:

(Kut Kut Gege Nana)x2

*Theme

Variation 2:
(Kut Kut Kut Gege Nana)x2

*(Kut Gege Nana)x2

Variation 3:

Kut Kut Kut Gege Nana

Kut Gege Nana

*Theme

Variation 4:

(Kut Gege Nana)x2

(Gege Nana)x2

*(Kut Gege Nana)x2

Variation 5:

(Kut Kut Gege Nana)x2

(Gege Nana)x2

Kut Kut Gege Nana

Tihai:

(Kut Gege Nana
Kut Kut Gege Nana

Kut Kut Kut Gege Nana

Kut – Gege Nana Kut – Gege Nana Kut)x3

