The basic patterns of Agbadza/Agbeko

The underlying groove of Agbadza, a Drum of the Ewe people.  Try to hear the different lines as you listen in and outside of class, and try to perform the texture with some friends.  Variations and lead drum not notated.
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Symbols used to represent timbral classes:

Rattle: p = pa (down on thigh), t = ti (up on hand

Bell: L = low, H = high

Drums: p = dampening stroke (soft and muted, “press”),


   b = bounce stroke (loud and resonant, drum head vibrates)

Listen to the gankogui until you can hear it in 6 or in 4.

