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ABSTRACT: The so-called Bulldozer, Rose, Orange, and Tulip Revolutions have reminded 
us that as repressive as a regime may be, the real power ultimately belongs to the masses, 
especially when its forces are supported and channelled into non-violent action in pursuit 
of clear and concrete objectives. This article shows how the first of these events, the 
“Bulldozer Revolution,” unfolded in Serbia resulting in the ouster of the dictator 
Milošević. The lessons were then absorbed by Georgian activists who were similarly 
successful in replacing Shevardnadze with Saakashvili. In Ukraine, the election of 
Kuchma’s protégé, Yanukovych, was foiled when the “Orange Revolution” installed 
Yushchenko instead. The author also chronicles the “Tulip Revolution” of Kyrgyzstan. A 
notable feature of this paper is that, in addition to analyzing these “successful” 
revolutions, it also looks at some clearly unsuccessful ones, namely those attempted in 
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Belarus. But the current global economic crisis could lead to 
more political changes in the former Soviet Union, whether in Belarus, the Caucasus, 
Central Asia, or even Russia itself. The article argues that the “colour revolutions” of 
2000–2005 present a real danger to the authoritarian regime of Medvedev-Putin in 
Russia, and that their fear of them is hence thoroughly justified. 
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ABSTRACT: This article analyzes the ways in which Polish migrants in Ireland negotiate 
prevalent Polish discourses on migrant identity. The author emphasizes the complexity of 
migrant identity transgressions first, in order to displace a belief in a fixed homogeneity 
of the Polish migrant community, and secondly, to illustrate the problematics of young 
Polish migrants’ relations with politically and culturally endorsed notions of Polishness, 
and, finally, to stress the need to engage migrant voices into the discussion on issues of 
Polish cultural and national identity. To that end the author analyzes two narratives of 
Polish migrants in Ireland which not only engage in contestation and negotiation of fixed 
identities but also emphasize the value of migration in shaping ideas about identity that 
transgress the idea of the nation as an absolute. 
 


