
 
BETWEEN NORMATIVITY AND FREEDOM 
An Introduction     e-

1 
ibid.

a  is  e.g. e-sents. s-
2 

1 The Complete Stories– n-
Gesammelte Werke, –  2 Prisms

Gesammelte Schriften 

                                                                 

0 - Macdonald - Intro_FINAL_layout_proofed.pdf   1 3/28/2013   1:16:37 PM



   Symposium   

Minima Moralia, 3 
(e.g. i-— 4 - — — e it. e betweenness and transition; and it leads to 

t--correction in n-—i.e. —
 

3 Minima Moralia    –
Gesammelte Schriften –  4 Minima Moralia Gesammelte Schriften  

                                                                 



Between Normativity and Freedom    

o-entwined—will  
-5 -

Bildung

r-
e-e-

process   -  c-
5                                                                    



   Symposium   

a-a-son-
in r-

passim
liberation e-

responsible 
itself as second 

necess
between  

absolute e-cidable in-   - —i.e.-—
6  in  

insepa-
rable in their very tension.   i-  l- 
6 in The Cambridge Companion to German Idealism  and –
The Legacy of Idealism . 
                                                                 



Between Normativity and Freedom    

Willkür a-—i.e.- — s-–-
radical 

bera-—
Wille to   a-b-- s- t-

-— —distance -
daimon 

n- 



   Symposium   

e-- --into-a-

— - -into-a-— - - -into-a-a between-  t-
c-tive 

—  d- -as- -
-  



Between Normativity and Freedom   ͥ 

secon� nat�re l�es not �n t�e r�����t� o� tra��t�onal cate�or�es an� o��os�t�onal �ers�ect��esǡ b�t �n t�e�r so�et��es �ara�o��cal �ro-cess-c�aracterǤ �s �en�a��n sa�s o� �aϐ�aǡ ǲ�e sacr�ϐ�ce� tr�t� �or t�e sa�e o� cl�n��n� to �ts trans��ss�b�l�t� ȏTradierbarkeitȐǤǳ7 ���s aston-�s��n� state�ent �eans not t�at t�ere �s no tr�t�ǡ b�t t�at �t �s rat�er t�e movement o� tr�t� ��t��n ��stor�—an� �oss�bl� o� tr�t� a�a�nst tr�t�—t�at ϐ�rst o� all const�t�tes t�e tr�t�Ǥ 	or e�a��leǡ �e nee� to �n�erstan� t�e trans�t�onal ȋretros�ect��e-ant�c��at��eȌ nat�re o� �ree�o�ǡ not �ts a��arent ���enness an� o��os�t�on to la�Ǥ ���e��seǡ �nt�l �e �a�n an �n�erstan��n� o� t�e relat�on o� l�berat�on to en-sla�e�entǡ secon� to ϐ�rst nat�reǡ a�tono�� to �eterono��ǡ �ree�o� to la�ǡ e�anc��at�on to re�ϐ�cat�onǡ an� so onǡ �e are l��el� to con-t�n�e to ǲ�ra� t�e be�clot�es o�er ȏo�r �ea�sȐǳ ȋ�
ǡ ͠͡͞ȀͣǣͥͧȌ an� �a�l to �n�erstan� t�e lesson o� 
racc��sǡ ���c� �sǣ 
racc��s �s not an ǲe�ce�t�onǳ to ��stor� b�t �ts �er� condition. ��s s�s�ens�on bet�een l��e an� �eat� �s t�e �ll�strat�on o� a bas�c tr�t�ǣ t�e relat�on bet�een essent�al �o�ents o� ��stor� an� t�o���t cannot be �n�er-stoo� str�ctl� l�nearl� or r����l�ǡ as t�o��� ϐ�rst nat�re s���l� con-ce�e� to secon� nat�reǡ or as t�o��� �ree�o� re���re� onl� sel�-a�ϐ�r�at�on �n t�e �ace o� constra�ntǤ �at�erǡ t�e relat�on bet�een s�c� essent�al �o�ents �s �ar�e� b� a co��le��t� t�at �sǡ �n �eneralǡ ba�l� �n�erstoo� beca�se �t �s beset b� �nter�e�en�enceǡ �n�ol�t�onǡ �n�ec��ab�l�t�ǡ an� �ara�o�Ǥ ���e 
racc��sǡ ��o �o�es bet�een l��e an� �eat�ǡ t�e ��stor�cal s�b�ect �o�es �er�o��call� bet�een �ree-�o� an� la�ǡ ϐ�rst an� secon� nat�reǡ t�e necessar� re�ro��ct�on o� soc�al �or�s an� t�e e��all� necessar� �oss�b�l�t� t�at t�e� �n�er�o a trans�or�at�onǡ an� so onǤ8 �n�ǡ l��e 
racc��sǡ �e �a�e to rec�on ��t� t�e �act t�at ��stor� bears �s alon� �n s�c� a �a� t�at �e o�r-sel�es are constantl� �rone to ��s�n�erstan��n� o�r �re��ca�entǡ an� so al�a�s ��lnerable to t�e �rea� o� a ϐ�nal trans�t�on to tr�e be�n�ǡ t�e ��t� o� a ϐ�nal �o�eco��n� an� �lt��ate o�erco��n� o� beco��n�Ǥ �s 
racc��s ��ts �tǡ clearl� not �n ��ll co��an� o� t�e t�o���tǣ ǲ�� s��� �as no r���erǡ an� �t �s �r��en b� t�e ��n� t�at blo�s �ro� t�e �n�er�ost re��ons o� �eat�Ǥǳ ȋ�
ǡ ͠͡͞ȀͣǣͥͧȌ ��e �o�nt �s t��sǣ t�ere �s no �er�ect �ree�o�ǡ no en� ot�er t�an t�at 
7 �alter �en�a��nǡ ǲ�o�e �eϐlect�ons on �aϐ�aǡǳ �n Illuminationsǡ ȋtrǤȌ �Ǥ �o�n ȋ�e� �or�ǣ �c�oc�en �oo�sǡ ͧͤͦ͟Ȍǡ ͟͢͢Ǣ �en�a��nǡ Briefeǡ ȋe�ǤȌ 
Ǥ �c�ole� an� �Ǥ �Ǥ ��orno ȋ	ran���rt a� �a�nǣ ���r�a�� �erla�ǡ ͧͥͦ͟Ȍǡ ͠ǣͥͤ͡Ǥ 8 �n a ��ar� entr� relat�n� to 
racc��sǡ �aϐ�a e���as��es t�e �er�o��c nat�re o� ��s co��n� an� a�a�en�n�ǣ ǲǮ�o ��o� �oes t�e s��� belon�ǫǯ � as�e�Ǥ Ǯ�t co�es �n e�er� t�o or t�ree �earsǡǯ sa�� t�e �anǤ Ǯ�t belon�s to t�e ��nter 
racc��sǤǯǳ ȋ�aϐ�aǡ Gesammelte Werkeǡ ͥǣͥͦ͡Ȍ 
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