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Introduction

The workshop on Data Collection on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children was organized by the Social Science Research Council (SSRC) in partnership with UNICEF. It took place in New York and brought together more than 35 experts on data collection, displacement and recruitment of children in situations of armed conflict. The workshop launched an important, pilot data collection project to be undertaken in Angola, Colombia, DRC and Sri Lanka. Participants were drawn from the four countries as well as from UN agencies, international and national NGOs and academic/research institutions. The workshop was funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

The objectives of the workshop were to: (1) map existing data on the impact of armed conflict on children with special focus on recruitment and displacement; (2) establish relevant definitions, terminologies and indicators for data collection on the impact of armed conflict on children; (3) identify knowledge gaps and priority areas for data collection; and (4) develop appropriate methodologies and tools for data collection to be pilot tested at the country level. The workshop also aimed to help develop better networking and collaboration between institutions and individuals engaged in data collection on child recruitment in armed conflicts and on displacement of war-affected children.

In order to develop effective program interventions and advocacy in the area of children and armed conflict, participants identified the need to develop serious data gathering on both the quantitative and qualitative dimensions of the impact of armed conflict on children and to ensure the collection of accurate and comparable disaggregated data.
The workshop was able to connect participants from diverse disciplines and areas of activity and promote information sharing. Overall, the workshop served as a great opportunity to exchange ideas, discuss the project and plan for future collaborations.

The following sections highlight the main points discussed in each of the thematic sessions of the workshop as well as the recommendations for future action.

What should we know about children in armed conflict, and how should we go about knowing it?
The first session of the workshop was led by Jon Pedersen, who presented the background paper “What should we know about children in armed conflict and how should we go about knowing it?” Pedersen pointed to the primary obstacles facing researchers and activists working in the field of children and armed conflict, namely, the need to define the different states of involvement in which children are found, the number of children in each of these states and how they move from one state of involvement to another. With this knowledge, he argued, interventions could more effectively tend to the children’s specific needs. However, Pedersen also emphasized the danger in establishing concrete definitions. For example, if the definition of a child soldier is broad, then post-conflict services are able to serve a wider group of children. Yet, the inclusion of children who did not bear arms within the definition of a child soldier can also complicate the process of reintegration into their communities, especially in communities that stigmatize former child soldiers. 

Workshop participants pointed to a number of related research issues. A discussion of household surveys brought up the urgent need for a clear definition of ethical practice when conducting research with vulnerable populations in situations of armed conflict. Balancing quantitative research with qualitative analysis was also strongly highlighted in the discussion, especially the importance of finding the right mixture of qualitative and quantitative data to satisfy the demands of policymakers and practitioners and to provide both context-specific information/analysis and cross-country and cross-region comparability. While quantitative research is necessary for urgent interventions, it leaves out psychological and socio-cultural approaches found in qualitative research that are necessary for interventions to be effective in the long run. Qualitative research is needed on issues such as: local notions/understandings of childhood and transitions to adulthood; the impact of war on family structure (and vice versa); the social dilemma of living in a community with no economic opportunities versus joining armed groups; and the like. There was a suggestion for the production of a background discussion paper focusing on qualitative issues. 

The Situation in the Countries: Angola, Colombia, DRC and Sri Lanka

Workshop participants from each of the four pilot countries where the research will be carried out made presentations on the current situation in the countries, focusing on what research already exists, the needs and knowledge gaps, and how to make use of existing resources both in terms of information and local networks.  

Angola

Carlinda Monteiro began by outlining the unique situation in Angola as a result of nearly forty years of war. Due to the length and breadth of the conflict, nearly everyone in the country was at sometime a child affected by armed conflict. The current peace and demilitarization process obligates all non-government soldiers to register with the army. However, this excludes child soldiers because the government age requirement is twenty. In addition, numbers of child soldiers are also difficult to obtain, as both sides have sought to hide their numbers after the cease-fire. While many of the displaced populations and soldiers are returning to their places of origin, there are still four thousand displaced persons, but no data on the number of displaced children exists. 

Research on the ways in which children are impacted by conflict and on underage soldiers in Angola was initiated in 1995. CCF conducted a study on traditional knowledge and practices aimed at addressing the situation of children affected by war and promoting their reintegration into communities. Yet little is known about the children who were born to soldiers and have spent their entire lives in the army or about abducted girls who gave birth in military camps and of their subsequent relationships with their children. A lot still needs to be investigated. The sensitive nature of the issue of child soldiers often results in government suspicion of outside researchers and points to the need for developing local capacity for research and analysis. Another issue related to conducting research in Angola concerns the “use” of informants.  While informants are aware that research is being conducted in order to design programs to support them and others in their situation, repeated research demands with no clear outcomes or benefits for informants can become a problem. 

Democratic Republic of Congo

In the next presentation, Thierry Nlandu echoed the difficulties of discussing child soldiers.  In the DRC, although young leaders were previously part of a group that used child soldiers, they are now beholden to foreign entities that advocate against their use. Although the Ministry of Defense is active in the prevention of child recruitment, both previous and current governments, as well as the rebel groups, have obscured the number of child soldiers for reasons of military secrecy and for fear of international censure. The provision of services has also resulted in misleading information, as higher numbers are quoted to obtain more funding. 

The estimated number of children involved in armed conflict in the DRC is staggering — ten thousand children are thought to have participated in armed conflict and the primary factor contributing to children’s vulnerability to recruitment is poverty. Nlandu argued that there is a need for the organization and dissemination of information and the updating of such information in rapidly changing contexts, which speaks to the necessity of strengthening the capacity of local researchers. He also called for a balance of qualitative and quantitative research that is necessary for interventions to be effective in the long run.

Colombia 

Paula Betancour set the impact of armed conflict on children within the larger context of wide-spread violence in Colombia. Out of a deep concern over the protection of human rights, the Ombudsman Office was created in 1991 to elicit the state’s responsibility in complying with international humanitarian law. It oversees the defense and protection of rights for children, youth and women and analyzes data compiled both by state authorities and NGOs on human rights violations. In addition to publicizing the violations of children and training both the judges and child advocates in charge of minors, the Ombudsman Office has researched children who have dissociated from illegal armed groups and who are now under the protection of the Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar (ICBF). Constant research is conducted on children affected by armed conflict and their extensive database includes information on recruitment and displacement.  Yet data from the government differs significantly from that gathered by NGOs, indicating that much remains to be done to bring CAC indicators and definitions into agreement.

Sri Lanka

In his presentation, Harendra de Silva reiterated the need for preventative measures, local capacity building and for information-sharing. While both quantitative and qualitative data have been collected in Sri Lanka, researchers still face a number of difficulties in obtaining accurate figures. Some of these difficulties include: children who were recruited at a young age are not counted if they are eighteen at the time of a particular study; the armed groups’ fear of the government and international NGOs prevents them from recording the number of child soldiers in their ranks; the government often refrains from questioning rebel groups about child soldiers so as not to upset negotiations; and similar to the situation in other countries, the number of soldiers are considered military intelligence and therefore kept secret.  

In Sri Lanka, as elsewhere, research is also constrained by the dangers facing the researcher.  Nonetheless, further research is needed both on the motivations behind recruitment and involvement and on the psychosocial ramifications of child soldiering and displacement. De Silva reminded us, however, that such research must be undertaken for action geared to promote a better life for these children. It is necessary to have a clear understanding of why we are researching and what will be done with the database once we have it. Ending child conscription into armed conflicts needs to be the focus of this action.

The following two sessions of the workshop focused on examples of existing studies and databases in an effort to provide an overview of what lessons have been learned and what still needs to be done.

Experiences of Data Collection Exercises on Recruitment and Displacement 

Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers (CSC)

The CSC is a worldwide movement of international, local and regional organizations that focus on research, advocacy and capacity building. The CSC collates and disseminates field research via a number of channels including media, the CSC website, a newsletter and reports to UN bodies. Some challenges faced by the Coalition in terms of research include: defining a child soldier; the reliance on secondary sources of which the quality and quantity is uneven; the manipulability of information; the sensationalization and stigmatization of child soldiering; and the concealment of information by groups after they know they are being monitored. 

The coalition advocates building on existing information and organizations, as well as including the participation of local organizations and young people who have a right to participate in events that affect them. Also, the coalition recommends consulting young people involved in conflict to determine definitions of their experience, as many of them do not actually consider themselves to be either soldiers or children. 

UNICEF

In 2001, UNICEF initiated a pilot project in Angola, Colombia and Sri Lanka to assess and improve available information on CAC. The project set out to understand the situation of data availability and monitoring capacity in each country, to acquire existing data from governments, UN agencies and NGOs and to develop a systematic approach to identifying and describing CAC data and information in a broader range of countries. 

Multiple data collection mechanisms and information systems were found to exist on birth registration, IDPs, landmines, health/nutrition, HIV/AIDS, education and human rights. Data collection mechanisms were not well established, however, on issues such as child soldiers, psychosocial impact, refugees/returnees, separated/unaccompanied children, social mobilization and gender-based violence/sexual exploitation, and were totally absent in the areas of small arms, sanctions and peacekeeping operations. This project identified the following challenges facing data collection on CAC: difficult access to population groups; sensitivity of information and data; crude population estimates; variable indicator definitions; inconsistent measurement methods; lack of disaggregated data; weak data collection infrastructure; fragmented data collection efforts; lack of timely data and information and highly variable data quality.

The project revealed the following needs for accurate data collection and the organization of information: the strengthening of local capacity; the development of country-specific guidelines for data collection with a standardized set of definitions, indicators, methods and tools; strict guidelines for accepting and analyzing secondary data; the further development of qualitative data and the disaggregation of data by age and gender.

The Watchlist 

The Watchlist is a network of international, local and regional NGOs brought together to address the need for improved information on children affected by armed conflict. The Watchlist works towards monitoring and reporting violations on children’s rights in contexts of armed conflict and compiles country reports about the situation of children to influence programs and policies to improve their lives.  As an umbrella organization, the Watchlist provides anonymity for the contributors of information and serves as a link to international organizations. The Watchlist reports are produced with the guidance of a network of individuals and agencies that have good access to information and a strong understanding of the context in which such information is produced. These reports are then disseminated in several languages to people on the ground and to the UN Security Council.

The Watchlist acknowledges a responsibility to follow up their research and aims to facilitate a two-way flow of information. While data collection efforts require more resources, Watchlist believes it is important to consider what extent of resources should be sacrificed for research. A number of their efforts are accomplished with minimal resources, as the mere dissemination of information can often have widespread effects. 
Inventory of Existing Data on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children
Norwegian Refugee Council’s Global IDP Project

The Global IDP Project of the Norwegian Refugee Council is an international non-governmental body working for better protection and assistance of people who have been displaced within their own country by conflict or because of human rights violations. In an effort to utilize the emergence of the Internet to organize existing information on IDPs, the Norwegian Refugee Council set up a database on IDPs that attempts to make public information more available and includes 52 country profiles. In total, the database provides direct access to over 7,500 relevant documents. These documents have been collected from 1,500 different sources including the UN, NGOs, the media, independent research and national figures. 

The NRC acknowledges that much of this information tends to focus on one sector, issue, IDP group or geographical area. In fact, multi-sectoral information comprises only 13% of the available data. There is also a lack of qualitative information on the available data. Most documents on interventions, for example, discuss the quantity of food or blankets distributed, but not the effects of assistance on the children. Linking this database with new studies such as the one the International Research Network wants to undertake would help to flesh out the database in the future.

World Vision Canada

In World Vision’s experience, CAC is not only a social and human rights issue, but also an intelligence and military issue. They recommend that more analysis be undertaken on the military and political dimensions of conflicts and on the tensions between being timely versus thorough, between cultural sensitivity and universal norms, between causes and effects and between risk and the need to report information. The representative of World Vision, Kathy Vandergrift also referred to the need to look at the qualitative aspects of the research by focusing on issues such as: child mothers and children born in conflict; the interface between conflict situations and HIV; the connections between child participation in armed conflict and proliferation of small arms and light weapons as well as its linkages to resource extraction and other economic issues. With regard to ethical practices, Vandergrift called for the need to address seriously the potential harm that research can cause if not properly undertaken. Additionally, she pointed out that excessive research and program interventions focusing on children’s reintegration leaves out half the picture, which is the prevention of armed conflict and the subsequent involvement of children.  

The World Bank

The World Bank has initiated the Multi-country Demobilization and Reintegration Program (MDRP). The MDRP is a regional strategy for demobilization and reintegration in the greater Great Lakes region aimed at providing a framework for national and international efforts that assist ex-combatants to return to peaceful sustainable livelihoods. During her presentation, Roisin de Burca pointed out that by linking management and monitoring into one system the program can assess available information and use it for long term planning. The best database system and how to decentralize it is still being determined, however, and it will hopefully be standardized in such a way as to be adaptable to other regions. Also, the most important information will be translated into French and Portuguese to allow for the sharing of such information with national and international counterparts.

According to de Burca, there is a need for more long-term research, as all too often, there is no follow up research on the services provided to children in post-conflict situations. To be useful, data on the impact of armed conflict on children needs to be more operational rather than just statistical as well as more systematic over the years. For example, children’s psychosocial problems may take five years to arise, but without long-term research and evaluations that take this into account, there will be little change in the way post-conflict service provision is undertaken.

Summary of Discussions

In discussions that followed each session, participants reiterated the need for new data gathering research—not to reinvent the wheel and build upon what has already been done. New projects should be able to focus on existing knowledge gaps that were identified in the projects undertaken by these organizations. It was clear that systematic information on child recruitment and displacement in situations of armed conflict does not exist and that data needs to be gathered. However, it needs to be done in a more organized and consistent manner by using appropriate research methods and ethical standards as well as definitions and indicators that will allow for comparisons and better flow of information across countries and institutions.

Working Groups

A critical objective of the data collection project is the development of indicators and collection of more accurate, disaggregated data on the impact of armed conflict on children with regard to displacement and recruitment. This workshop was aimed at setting the basis for building a data collection module that would include a set of guidelines on definitions, terminologies and indicators for data collection as well as the tools, methodologies and ethics of research. On the second day of the workshop, participants were divided into two working groups. Working Group A convened to discuss and provide guidance on definitions, terminologies and indicators for data collection on recruitment and displacement while Working Group B gathered to analyze existing methodologies and tools for data collection on recruitment and displacement and suggest the way forward in setting up more appropriate methods and tools. 

Working Group A

Definitions, Terminologies and Indicators for Data Collection on Recruitment and Displacement

Participants in this group agreed on the need to establish clear definitions, terminologies and indicators for data collection on CAC that can allow for comparisons across organizations, countries and regions and make databases more compatible. Discussions pointed out the importance of having the Cape Town Principles on CAC as a normative framework for action and support of children, but highlighted some of the problems and limitations of its definition of child soldiers that allowed children in numerous degrees of exposure to conflict to be labeled as soldiers. Here there was a call for the need to pay attention to context, as labels can have deleterious effects on children in particular situations. It became apparent that the definitions of “child soldier” and “children associated with armed groups” are currently not very clear or differ from country to country, and in some cases the line between the two is blurred. 

With regard to comparability of existing data, participants noted that intervention programs have often preceded research and data analysis, thus forcing researchers to utilize the definitions and terminologies of the service providers whose goals, contrary to those of the researcher, are to make categories broad enough to benefit the widest number of children. Therefore, it is important to consider definitions, terminologies and indicators that go beyond service provision and that will help researchers to understand the complexities of different children’s situations.

Participants agreed that the notion of displacement should include IDPs, refugees and returnees, but acknowledged the numerous difficulties in assessing the various dimensions of the displacement phenomena. When, for example, does displacement end?  Some displaced persons find jobs and stay away indefinitely while others are considered migrant labor. Also, when IDP estimates are calculated by emergency services providers, the data is generally used for one activity and then discarded. In order to develop comparable data on displacement, indicators such as age, gender, ethnicity, and context must be used. As an indicator, context functions as an umbrella for issues such as length of conflict and displacement, coping mechanisms and reasons for displacement. 

Most of the indicators identified for displacement also apply to recruitment. There are, though, more nuances involved with each indicator when applied to recruitment. The various ages of the children involved, rather than a simple total of those under eighteen, are needed to determine what kinds of services are needed for how many children. The social context of age is also necessary for designing rehabilitation programs. For example, those children under eighteen who already underwent ceremonies initiating them into adulthood before their involvement in a conflict find their reintegration easier than those who were not yet initiated. Gender, too, requires special attention. One assumption, equating girls’ involvement in armed conflict with sexual abuse, not only stigmatizes girls who were not sexually abused, but may leave out the other needs of these girls. Also, leaving boys out of gender issues prolongs the silence of those boys who may have been raped or sexually abused. The length of time a child has been associated with an armed group should also be taken into consideration, as the length of their involvement may be directly related to the roles they play and their movement from one role to another. 

One nuance relating to context indicators for recruitment concerns the notion of “voluntary.” Participants agreed that child soldiers should never be viewed as voluntary in the traditional sense. The degrees of voluntary and knowledge of the risk factors associated with those degrees may be helpful, however, for the collection of data when applied to prevention. For example, the strong presence of community and religious leaders can help constrain children from recruitment. Therefore, more research should be done on areas where recruitment did not take place. What coping mechanisms work? What conditions make “volunteering” less likely? An evaluation of an area where some children joined an armed group and some did not would help to develop successful preventative strategies.

Following working group A’s presentation at the plenary, participants debated over the Cape Town Principles. Although broad definitions make widespread interventions possible, some participants propose narrowing these definitions in order to target the needs of children at different levels of involvement and exposure to armed groups. While other participants stressed the dangers of narrowing the categories, still others thought a balance might be struck between discarding the Cape Town Principles and applying them in a more conscientious way. Apart from the need to develop new indicators, some participants called attention to the importance of addressing the lack of capacity to properly use existing indicators. Another important area of discussion was the need to have indicators that would help pinpoint where breakdowns occur in families, communities and government in order to determine why these systems have failed to protect children.

Working Group B

Methodologies and Tools for Data Collection on Recruitment and Displacement

In this session, working group B set out to determine the successes of different methodologies and tools, in view of the upcoming Data Collection Project. Participants related their experiences in each of the four pilot countries and recommended several methodologies and tools for use in the project. 

In the eastern DRC, two types of committees have been organized at the community level by the advocacy group AJEDI-Ka. One of these committees collects information on recruitment and violations of children within the village and advocates with the rebel leaders in their area. The other committee is comprised of former boy combatants who form friendships with the soldiers entering their areas and gather information about the situation of children in the armed camps, including the number of children who have been beaten or killed, as well as how many children wish to be demobilized. The information is then brought to a regional office from where it is passed on to Human Rights Watch and the Watchlist. In addition to collecting such quantitative information, videos are now being used to film children in the camps to create a qualitative tool for advocacy. Due to the lack of resources, however, there has been no training of committee members on methods of child protection.

Another project in Colombia used the results of a questionnaire given to former child soldiers to estimate the numbers of child soldiers. The children were asked when they were recruited, how many others were recruited, their ages and how many children were involved in the camp to which they belonged. Colombia also has a variety of other systems in place for gathering quantitative data, although data produced by NGOs often varies widely from government figures. Participants from Colombia stressed a need for a more comprehensive analysis of existing data and for more qualitative information. 

In Sri Lanka, household surveys are successfully used to gather both qualitative and quantitative information, and although they have not yet been used to collect data on child soldiers, the methodological structure is already in place. Researchers have found it difficult to estimate accurate numbers of child soldiers, however, because rebel groups are organized into small cells that make it difficult for children to know the number of child soldiers beyond their own cell. Such numbers could be obtained instead by asking families how many of their children are soldiers. These more sensitive questions are embedded in the surveys within a large number of innocuous questions (in a sort of Trojan horse approach).

In Angola, data collection has been primarily qualitative. One reintegration project trained local researchers in the methods of anthropological research. The research was carried out in local languages and uncovered traditional strategies for dealing with reintegration, including the use of rituals. Investigating individual case histories also helped to identify the various roles held by children in combat. Eliciting such life histories was done with open questions that allow a child to respond in a non-directed way. 

Based on the presentations of the participants, working group B made several key recommendations for the development of the data collection methodology. Participants agreed on the importance of performing both qualitative and quantitative research to provide a fuller picture of the situation of child soldiers within each country. Also, in order to build on existing routine information systems such as national surveys, researchers should attempt to elicit CAC data by discreetly embedding questions within current government and NGO studies. In addition, research teams should train local researchers and involve the war-affected children in the project and in its design. This participation of local actors would create a sense of familiarity and an insider’s perspective that would contribute invaluable knowledge and information on CAC. Above all, researchers should maintain a high level of ethical standards particularly when working with vulnerable populations such as children in situations of armed conflict. 

Participants referred to the research fatigue associated with multiple research endeavors which show no improvement of the children’s or community’s situation and suggested the association of research initiatives with particular intervention programs. There was also a word of caution to avoid transforming this research into a rapid and superficial data collection appraisal that will not provide a deeper understanding of the children’s situation. In addition to household surveys, which provide useful periodic baseline data, Working Group B emphasized the need for ongoing and continuous data collection and monitoring of the impact of armed conflict on children. Participants recommended the use of qualitative methods and tools such as focus group discussions with school, church and community groups; in depth case studies where life histories are elicited with open-ended questions; and a strong political, economic and socio-cultural analysis of the conflict and its impact on children. 

With regard to the type of information being collected, working group B emphasized the need to elicit information on the factors that increase or decrease vulnerability to recruitment; on the trends and causes for recruitment; and on transitions and post-conflict situations, including DDR programs. Disaggregated data based on age, gender, ethnicity, separation, family status, displacement, and return would also be essential to the studies.  Participants then identified factors that influence the overall success of data collection efforts, namely: language barriers and translation issues; the use of local vs. international interviewers; the degree to which the research institute is respected and trusted; safety issues in revealing information; the duration of the conflict; and the ability of interviewees to quantify the number of child soldiers.  Although these recommendations should be incorporated into the development of data collection methodologies, participants stressed that overall, research teams should always develop tailored approaches for their communities, as the success of particular methods depends on the community in which they are being used.

Workshop Conclusions

Following the discussions of the working groups the concluding session of the workshop was mainly focused on situating the current data collection project within the overall initiative of the International Research Network on Children and Armed Conflict. Alcinda Honwana, coordinator of the Network, presented a brief overview of how the International Research Network and its goals were developed over the past few years. In 1999, the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict (OSRSG/CAC) recognized the need for research on CAC to better inform NGOs and policy-making groups around the world. Although some knowledge already existed on the issue, it was not backed by reliable research. Therefore, in 2000, the OSRSG/CAC began to look at the research needs of CAC and worked with colleagues from the UN system, universities, research centers and local and international organizations to develop a more concrete research agenda. An international conference was subsequently jointly organized by the OSRSG/CAC, UNICEF, the SSRC and the Innocenti Institute in Florence, Italy, and convened more than 100 experts in the field to help refine the agenda’s priorities. 

Since this Florence conference, the Research Network has established a Secretariat, now housed at the Social Science Research Council, to translate the research agenda into concrete funding proposals and to develop and encourage research on pressing needs within the field of children and armed conflict. The data collection project discussed in this workshop is one of such activities of the Network’s secretariat and is funded by ECHO through UNICEF. 

Following Dr. Honwana’s presentation, Dan Toole expressed his hopes for the Network and for this particular project. As he pointed out, a few years back, the World Summit for Children stressed the need for a network of partners to work on children’s issues. This led to surveys and indicators on various areas that had been identified as important. However, the failure to effectively address CAC highlighted the need for a more specific network to bridge the expertise and needs of NGOs, academics, policy makers and donors. Dr. Honwana replied that the funding is finally in place to move ahead with this agenda, beginning with the four country pilot studies. While the scope of the pilot project is limited, the input provided by workshop participants, reflected in this document, will both ensure the quality and usefulness of the project and will assist in its serving as a springboard for further work on a wider range of topics. This workshop is not, then, solely a two day meeting but the beginning of an ongoing conversation. It is the beginning of a much larger effort that will continue to call on Network partners and to provide support throughout the years. Dr. Honwana expressed the hope that participants will continue to engage with the Network and contribute their expertise in the years to come. 

Recommendations from the Data Collection Workshop

Definitions, Terminologies and Indicators

· Develop research definitions, terminologies and indicators that allow for comparisons across organizations, countries and regions, and that make databases more compatible.

· Develop definitions of the different states of involvement in which children are found and research the number of children in each of these states, as well as their movement between states. 

Although broad definitions of a child soldier make widespread interventions possible, it may be helpful to narrow these definitions in order to target the needs of children with different experiences. Researchers should consult young people involved in conflict to help determine definitions of their experience. 

· Child soldiers should never be viewed as voluntary in the traditional sense. Data on degrees of voluntary commitment and knowledge of the risk factors would be helpful when applied to prevention.

· Develop accurate and comparable data on displacement and recruitment.

Include indicators such as age, gender, ethnicity, context, family status, return, the length of time a child has been associated with an armed group, as well as indicators that would help pinpoint where breakdowns occur in families, communities and government.

Knowledge Gaps     

· Qualitative Research: Develop more comprehensive data on the qualitative dimensions of the impact of armed conflict on children. 
Conduct  political, economic and socio-cultural analysis of conflict and its impact on children, and research on the following: local notions/understandings of childhood and transitions to adulthood, the impact of war on family structure (and vice versa) and the social dilemma of living in a community with no economic opportunities versus joining armed groups. Other qualitative issues include: child mothers and children born in conflict, the interface between conflict situations and HIV, connections between child participation in armed conflict and proliferation of small arms and light weapons, as well as linkages to resource extraction and other economic issues.

· Recruitment: Develop more research on the recruitment of children in armed conflict. 

This should include coping mechanisms, conditions that make “volunteering” less likely, areas where recruitment did not take place, the factors that increase or decrease vulnerability to recruitment and trends and causes of recruitment. An evaluation of an area where some children joined an armed group and some did not would help to develop successful preventative strategies.  

Methodologies

· Build on existing information and organizations. 

Recommended methods for data collection include: a questionnaire for former child soldiers; individual life histories using open questions; focus-group discussions with school, church and community groups; and using current government and NGO national surveys by embedding CAC questions within their framework. 

· Strengthen and develop local capacity for research and analysis.

This should include methods of anthropological research, methods of child protection, the organization and dissemination of information and the updating of such information in rapidly changing contexts. 

· Train local researchers and involve local organizations and war-affected children in the project, including its design. 

When possible, research should be conducted in local languages. This participation of local actors would create a sense of familiarity and an insider’s perspective that would contribute invaluable knowledge and information on CAC.

· Develop more long-term research systems.

These should include follow-up research on services provided to children in post-conflict situations and developing continuous and systematic data collection and monitoring of the impact of armed conflict on children. 

· Special attention should be placed on factors that influence the overall success of data collection efforts.

These factors include language barriers and translation issues, the use of local vs. international interviewers, the degree to which the research institute is respected and trusted, safety issues in revealing information, the duration of the conflict and the ability of interviewees to quantify the number of child soldiers. 

· Develop a clear definition of ethical practice for conducting research with populations affected by armed conflict and address the potential harm that research can cause if not properly undertaken. 

· Research should help benefit the lives of affected children and their communities by perhaps associating research initiatives with intervention programs and establishing a two-way flow of information with the communities in which they are based. 
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